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Interim Guidance Text for RPS Topic 011

PAUP Section B8.3 - Rural Subdivision

Having read the submissions relating to this topic and having heard evidence and legal
submissions from submitters (including the Auckland Council), the Panel issues this
guidance in relation to Regional Policy Statement (RPS) level provisions to assist submitters
and the Council in preparing for mediation and subsequent hearings on regional and district
plan provisions.

This interim guidance is not a recommendation within the meaning of section 144 of the
Local Government (Auckland Transit ional Provisions) Act 2010. lt is not binding on
submit ters ( including the Counci l )  or on the Panel.

The Panel may revise its interim guidance after considering evidence presented on the
regional and district plan provisions.

The Panel does not invite any further evidence in relation to this topic and wil l  not enter into
correspondence on this interim guidance.

Interim Guidance - Rural Subdivision - PAUP Section B8.3

1. Subdivision in rural zones should be provided for to a greater extent. l t may be
discouraged or constrained but should not be effectively prevented. There should be
no requirement to use existing rural sites rather than create new ones.

2. The productive potential of elite land should not be undermined.

3. Subdivision should provide resil ience to effects of natural hazards.

4. Provision for rural subdivision should enable protection, rehabil i tation or enhancement
of signif icant indigenous biodiversity through subdivision in appropriate locations,
subject to evidence that it wil l  produce signif icant environmental benefits, and with
cost-effective monitoring.

5. Provision for subdivision for rural l i festyle purposes should be enabled subject to
constraints on location, scale and density which:
a. avoid areas that would undermine the integrity of the RUB or compromise the

expansion of identif ied towns and vil lages;
b. protect areas of identif ied signif icant biodiversity values;
c.  avoid el i te land;
d. avoid areas that would constrain the operation of existing mineral extraction

activit ies or areas containing mineral resources identif ied in the plan for future
extraction;

e. maintain or enhance landscape, rural character and amenity values;



f . avoid the potential for reverse sensitivity effects that could hinder the continued
operation or growth of existing rural activities, or the establishment of new rural
activit ies; and

g. safeguard the operation, maintenance, upgrading or devefopment of existing or
planned infrastructure.

Separate interim guidance will be issued for this topic in refation to Sections 8.1 - Rural
activities and 8.2 - Land with high productive potential. This interim guidance should also be
read in conjunction with the interim guidance on RPS Topic 013 - Urban growth.

Topics 056/057 - mediation guidance

The Panel notes that subdivision rules are allocated in Topic 057 whereas rural subdivision
policy is allocated in Topic 064. Topic 057 is to be mediated in April and May 2O1S whereas
Topic 064 is to be mediated in August 2015. This schedule wil l  result in submissions on
rural subdivision rules being mediated and heard before the mediation and hearing of
submissions on rural subdivision policy contained in Chapter C.6 Subdivision.

Therefore the Panel has decided that the parties who submitted on rural subdivision in Topic
064 Subdivision can attend the mediation on Topic 056 Rural objectives and policies and
Topic 57 Rural activit ies and controfs, to mediate their submission points on rural subdivision
policy. This is limited to only those parties and the points they submitted in Topic 064 relating
to rural subdivision objectives and policies. The relevant submitters will be advised of
mediation.

Parties can then chose to address this matter as part of their hearing evidence for topic
056/057 or as part of their hearing evidence for Topic 064, noting that the matter can only be
raised at one topic hearing, not at both topic hearings.


